
Lessons: Student Global History Blog Pages 
 
Philosophy of using student blogs in education: All of my students have their own blog 
pages, which are available free through blogger.com (owned by Google). Students are 
assigned blog entries about various topics we are studying in class. I use the blogs to 
encourage students to engage in “low-stakes writing”. Which means that the blog writing 
is read and graded, but is not as meticulously graded as say a ‘Document Based Essay’, 
which is a ‘high-stakes’ form of writing since it is used on the New York State Regents 
exam.  
 
I feel it is important to give students a chance to write about history and the blogs give 
students a way to show off their work. It gives them a sense of ownership of their work 
since their work is going on-line. Also, part of the beauty of students putting their work 
on-line in the form of blogs is that the teacher can see the exact time and date the students 
do their work. So if a student does their work at the last minute – this is apparent to the 
teacher.  
 
Also, it is part of my philosophy that we should be encouraging students to use computers 
as educational tools; tools for reading and writing. Just about any adult that I know does 
their writing on a computer – ‘composing on the keyboard’ as they say. So it only makes 
sense that we also teach students to write by composing on a computer keyboard. 
 
The Blog Lessons: Students go to my blog page to get their assignments, and then they 
do the work on their own blog pages. Students are allowed to add one photo to their 
blogs, and are expected to use proper English with accurate spelling and grammar. 
Another advantage to blog work is that students can start their work in class, but finish 
their work at home if they did not finish in class. 
 
Grading the Blogs:  Student blogs are graded after several blogs have been assigned. 
Once students have had the chance to write three, four or five blogs, the blogs are graded 
as a batch. The blogs are graded based on their content, originality, and timeliness of 
submission. Students are expected to finish a blog a day or two after it is posted. 
 
Mr Moloney’s Global Studies Blog Page:  (students go here to get assignment) 
http://mr-moloneys-global-studies-blog.blogspot.com/ 
 
Examples of Student Global Studies Blog Work: 
http://mohammadglobalblog.blogspot.com/ (Mohammad Khan) 
http://daribelsglobalblog.blogspot.com/ (Daribel Tavares) 
http://daliannysglobalblog.blogspot.com/ (Dalianny Nunez) 
 
 
 
Grading Rubric for Student Blogs: (on next page) 
 

(over) 



Grading Rubric for Global Blogs  
1st Marking Period – Due Tue. 2/26 @6pm 

 
Student: _____________________________________ 
 
Content: Blog responses are well-written; properly address the assignment, and display 
student knowledge and understanding of the subject. 
0 5 10 15 20 25 
 
Originality: Blog responses are written in students own words and are not cut and 
pasted from the internet.  
0 5 10 15 20 25 
 
Number of Blogs Completed: There are 4 due on Tue. 2/26 at 6:00 pm. 
0 5 10 15 20 25 
 
Timeliness of Submission: The Blogs were submitted as the assignments were 
given – not all at once on the last day. 
0 5 10 15 20 25 
 
 
Total Points Earned:      ________/100 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


